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Before he started 
studying for the CPA 
exam, Jacob Westra (’19) 
set a goal to pass all of 
the exams on the first 
try. Approximately 50 
percent of those who 
take the CPA exam pass 
on the first try.
As it turned out, Westra had nothing to 
worry about. Not only did he pass all of 
the exams, he qualified for and ultimately 
received the prestigious Elijah Watt 
Sells Award, given to high-performing 
individuals who obtain a cumulative 
average score above 95.5 across all four 
sections of the CPA exam—and pass on 
the first attempt.
“Many colleges and universities that 
teach accounting have never had a Sells 
Award recipient,” says Dr. John Visser, 
professor emeritus of accounting at 
Dordt. For Dordt to have multiple alumni 
who received the prestigious award is 
impressive, he adds.
Lyle Gorter remembers being shocked 
and surprised when he found out he 
received the award.
“I had taken a CPA exam review course 
to help prepare for the exam as it had 
been six years since I had been in an 
accounting class,” he says. “After I walked 
out of the exam, I felt I had done OK, 
but to receive a Sells Award? Never 
crossed my mind that I had done that 
well.” Looking back, he is proud of the 
accomplishment. 
Kristen Sandhurst, who works as Director 
of Accounting at MetaBank in Sioux 
Falls, says that receiving the award had a 
positive impact on her career.
“I’ve been able to include the award 
on my resumé, which has led to 
opportunities in my career,” she says. 
“That said, in my day-to-day, the bigger 
impact is the accounting knowledge 
and skills I learned at Dordt and in 
studying for the CPA exam. I utilize 
that knowledge every day in my work, 
whether looking at accounting guidance 
for a new product my company is 
offering, teaching my team about 
accounting areas they are struggling 
with, or discussing new accounting 
guidance that is relevant to my 
company.”
“Your reputation is one of the most 
valuable assets in your career, and 
receiving the award was a great way for 
me to start building my reputation,” says 
Michael Gorter, who works as an audit 
manager at Deloitte in Minneapolis. 
Randall Faber, who owns an accounting 
firm, is grateful for his Dordt education. 
“I’ve been in public accounting and 
private industry, and having seen a 
number of students come through other 
institutions, I feel blessed that what I 
learned at Dordt prepared me, honestly, 
quite better than many other people,” he 
says. “It was a solid foundation for me to 
go out into my chosen field.”
“The professors at Dordt did a great job 
helping me develop the knowledge and 
skill I needed to begin my career after 
college, and they also helped me learn 
much of the material I needed to know 
for the CPA exam,” says Westra, who 
works as a staff accountant at Kroese & 
Kroese Certified Public Accountants in 
Sioux Center.
“Earning the Sells Award shows just how 
dedicated and prepared a student like 
Jacob must be,” says Dr. Randy Smit, 
professor of business administration at 
Dordt. “It is an incredible honor, and it 













How many CPAs receive this 
award? Not many. Jacob Westra 
is one of only 133 out of 75,000 
individuals to receive the award 
this year. But Westra isn’t the only 
Dordt graduate to have received 
the award; in the past 10 years, 
Kristen (Brands, ’10) Sandhurst and 
Michael Gorter (’12) also earned 
the prestigious award. Other Dordt 
alumni who received the Sells 
Award include Randall Faber (’91) 
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